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Gray’s-Inn, July 5, 1754. 


Indum fanguineo veluti violaverit oftro 
Si quis ebur ; vel mixta rubent ubi lilia multa 
Alba rofa , tales Virgo dabat ore Colores. 
ViRG. 


a GREAT Deal of Wit and Raillery has 
© been exerted by feveral polite Writers 
} againft the predominant Fafhion among 
the Ladies of fetting off their Charms with 
the Addition of Paint. Our great Shake/pear 
has put avery fevere Remark into the 
Mouth of his Hamlet in the Scene with Ophe- 
lia, Heaven hath given ye one Face, and ye. 
make yourfelves another, This Thought has been twifted and tortu- 
red into a thoufand different Shapes by every little Endeavourer 
at an Epigram for along Time paft, and the Cuftom has been 
frequently cenfured as a Folly imported from our Neighbours 
the French. As the Art of giving an artificial Tincture to the 
Skin, appears to me to admit of many favourable Circumftances, 
I fhall employ this Day’s Paper in Vindication of my pretty 
Countrywomen. : 
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Ir may feem at firft an extreme bold Pofition, if I affert that 
Painting is not an Importation of foreign Refinement, but ori- 
ginally of Englifh Growth; and, yet that this is the real State 
of the Cafe, is fufficiently known to the moft fuperficial Dabler 
in Hiftory. ulius Cefar in his Account of the Inroad, which 
he made upon our, Anceftors, gives the following Defcription 
of the Aborigines of this Ifland ; Zhe Britons in general paint their 
Bodies with Woad, which gives a blue Tinéture to the Skin, and lends 
then: a formidable Afpect in Battle. This, I think, may ferve to 
obviate the Imputation of imitating the French in this particular, 
which J take to be a Point of fome Confequence, as by this we 
cannot be charged with the Levity of having fervily copied from 
others. We find that the Ladies among the Briii/fh Piéis went 
entirely naked, and painted their Bodies all over with the Woad 
already mentioned. This muft undoubtedly have afforded 
great Scope for Fancy, and in thofe Days there muft certainly 
have been many eager Rivalfhips among the Fair for Preeemi- 
nence in point of Tafte for Painting. For as the whole lovely 
Body was ornamented with different Figures and fundry various 
Reprefentations, according as Imagination fuggefted, the Va- 
riety of new Fafhions muft have been extremely entertaining, 
each of the Fair being ftudious to adapt to each different Part 
of the Body that Degree of Colouring and that Form, which 
muft have proved moft becoming, ; juft as our modern Ladies 
adjuft a Patch fo asto make the Contraft ftriking, and give 
ftronger Expreffion to the adjacent Features. I have now by 
me the whole Hiftory of a Barrisnh Pier Coquette, found 
by a Friend of mine among fome antient Manutcripts, and {ent 
to me as a Curiofity. 


CASSIBELANA was the Ladies Name. She lived in 
the Capitol of the Trincbantes, and was remarkable for a fine 
Stature, and an Head of Hair of a furprizing Length, flowing 
in wanton Luxuriance down her Back. She always had at her 
Toilet fome of the moft exquilite /Voad, that could be any 
where procured, and fhe was celebrated for her curious Art 
in preparing it for the Purpofes of adorning her Perfon. The 
Woad being of itfelf of abluifh Caft, the would fometimes paint 
no Part of her Body, but where the Veins appeared, and to them 
fhe gave fuch a delicate Colouring, that the pure and eloquent 
Blood, as the Poet calls it, feemed to fhew itfelf through her 
tranflucent Skin. As foon as fhe had eftablifhed this Fafhion, 
and made the reft of her Sex her Imitators, fhe would then 
juddenly change the Mode, and embellifh her whole Body with 
various Devices. 


On 
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On the left Side of her Breaft fhe drew a young Cupid 
aiming an Arrow at her Heart, and on the Right a Lovey 
languifhing in amorous Indolence. Each Leg reprefented an 
Admirer kneeling at her Feet, and imploring her Compaffion, 
while fhe with all the Complacence of {felf-approving Beauty, 
let fall her Eyes with Indifference and cold Difdain. Onher 
Back were reprefented the emblematical Figures of a Train 
of Pages following her in her way with all the Officioufnefs of 
careful Attendance. On other Parts of her Perfon was pre- 
fented to View, Venus in lovely Attitude emerging from the 
Sea; the Graces were alfo to be feen walking Hand in Hand, 
their Faces brightened with Chearfulnefs and mutual Love. 
In this Manner fhe would attend at public Sacrifices, where 
all Eyes were often fixed on her alone, and frequently the 
venerable Druid could not avoid, even in the Fervour of his 


Devotion, to caft a Glance upon fuch an attractive Profufion 
of Charms. 


In this Manner Caffibelana captivated the Hearts of all her 
male Beholders, who carved her Name upon every Oak in the 
Country, and the Banks of Thames re-ecchoed to the Mufick 
of her Name. It was univerfally agreed that fhe was the 
beft Painter of her Age; her Colours were warm and glow- 
ing; her Figures bold and ftriking, and the natural Motion 
of the different Parts of her Body made them appear ftill more 
animated and actuated, as it were, with the animal Funétions 
of real Life; an Advantage which the moft admired Portraits 
of the moft eminent Painters fince her Days, could never 
boaft. In all public Places fhe entirely outfhined the Rett 
of her Sex, which made her the general Envy of the Ladies, 
who frequently combined in Parties of Scandal to her Dif- 
advantage, even though Tea was not then known in thefe Parts 
of the World. Caffidelana was every Day pulled to Pieces, 
according to the modern Phrafe, and though the Ladies allowed 
that fhe really hada very lively Fancy in all her Drawings, 
and an excellent Defign in all her Drapery, yet they could 
not fee that fhe was fo fine a Woman, though to be fure the 
had a pretty Manner in putting on her Things, for fo they ex- 
prefied the Covering of Woad which ferved to conceal in fome 
Meafure the natural Superficies of her Skin. I am apt to 
believe that the tranfparent Capuchin was imagined from a 
Practice of this famous female Pié?, becaufe at ‘Limes fhe would 
Jay on the Woad in fuch a Manner, that Mr. Pope’s Line 
gn his Tranflation of Homer may juftly be applied to it; - 
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Her Beaaty feems and only feems to fhade. 
Upon the Whole Cafidelana was Leader of all the Fafhions 


even in Kent, the Inhabitants of which were the moft polifhed 
of all our Iflanders, and, as Ce/ar, tells us, differed but little 
from the Manners of the Gauls, 


From the foregoing Account, which I have rendered as clofe 
as poffible from the Manufcript now in my Poffeffion, it ap- 
pears that evenin the Days of the pureft Simplicity Painting 
was the univerfal Practice; and therefore ftrongly am I incli- 
ned to think it laudable in the amiable Sex at prefent. I am 
further pleafed to fee the Fafhions of the Ladies tending more 
rapidly every Day to a greater Similitude to the Cuftoms of 
our Anceftors; for it is very manifeft that they are every Day be- 
coming more and more naked, and it is obfervable that they who 
difplay moft of their lovely Bodies, make the greateft Ufe of 
Paint, which, in my Opinion, is not ufed from a Motive of fe- 
male Vanity, but as a modeft and decent Covering to the 
Skin. I muft, by the Way, take notice that there is one 
Circumflance, in which the modern Practice of Painting dif- 
fers from antient Simplicity. I do not find in the Account 
of any Hittorian, that the female Britifh Piis applied the 
Jeaft Tincture of the Woad to the natural Complexion of their 
Faces. For a Bloom and a Vivacity of Colour they trufted 
to Exercife, frefh Air and wholefome Diet. But as the fafhi- 
onable Vigils of Gaming were unknown in thofe Days, it 
muft be allowed that this is an Improvement upon the De- 
licacy of our Progenitors; and indeed it could not be expec- 
ted that in thofe rude, and, in Comparifon with the prefent, 
almoft uncultivated Times fo elegant a Diverfion could be 
known. For this we are indebted to modern Refinement 
which has introduced Improvements in Manners as well as 
in Arts and Sciences. 


For my part, I expect to fee the Time when the Ladies will 
be to all Intents and Purpofes as naked as our Anceftors, and, 
in my Apprehenfion, if Things proceed with equal Celerity, 
the Period is not very diftant, as their Cloaths are amazingly 
reduced at both Ends within thefe few Years. We fhall not 
then complain, that the Importation of French Hoops, and French 
Fafhions of all Sorts, are a Detriment to the Nation; Mercers 


and Milliners will be ufelefs Things, and the Ladies will {pend 
the 
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the Hours of the Toilet in drawing and painting, by which 
Means I flatter myielf that the Britifo Fair will be able to 
boaft their Guido’s, their Titians, and their Rapbaels. To 
this End an ingenious Gentleman of my Acquaintance is 
now drawing up a Syftem of Directions to a female Painter, 
which will ferve to aid their Invention, and give them ‘a pro- 
per Notion of Defign and colouring in all their Faces, by 
which Means it is to be hoped they will greatly excel all our 
moft admired MMafters, in every School of Painting. 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


}rom my own Apartment, July 3, 1754. 


Unhappy Wit, like moft miftaken Things, 
Atones not for the Trouble that it brings. 


HE Truth of it is, Public Waiters, are looked upon as a Body 

diftinét from Society, who have detached Interefts from the Rett of 
Mankind, and who ftand with a Quiver ever full of impoifoned Arrows, 
to dire&t at the Breaft of our Neighbours. Hence arife the feveral Mif- 
interpretations of an Author’s Meaning, which are every Day heard in 
the circular Mectings at Coffee-Houfes, the manifold Application of Cha- 
racters, taken froma general Survey of Life, to particular Perfonages, 
and the frequent Mifunderftanding of an Author’s Wit, or it may be his 
Dullnefs. There is nothing more common than to hear it pronounced 
‘© Damn the Fellow, he means fuch a one (or) damn him this is all Sacer, there 
“¢ is Rancour at the Bottom of it;” when perhaps in fober Truth he has 
neither Malice, Wit nor Humour. Be this point as it may, it is the Bu- 
finefs of a Writer not to be diverted from the Profecution of his Plan, 
while he indulges himfelf in no Liberties, but fuch as an Obferver upon Men 
and Manners has a right to, and fuch as may be found in every Page of 
Addifon and Stecl; and tho’ the Goths and Vandals of the Age fhould 
raife a Clamour about him, the Reader has a Right to expect that he 
fhall (till flow on in the fame Channel of Good-Humour, without 
breaking in upon the Defign of a periodical Paper, fuppofed to be un- 
dertaken to improve the Judgment or exhilerate the Fancy of fuch as 
chufe to give it a Reading. It is on this Account that Ranger will not 
this Day reply to any one who has taken up the Pen againft him; a Field 
of Humour is, however, opened to him, in which, as Vhings happen, he 
may expatiate with fome Degree of Pleafantry ; and he now will conteat 
himfelf to give the Public the following Picce of Intelligence, 


Over-againt St. Duifian’s Church in £lect- Street, 
Ts publithed the GRUB -STREET JOURNAL, or DAILY 
SCANDA LIZER, in which Paper, you may traduce the Character 


of any Gentleman, call any Man tn éucland a SCOUNDREL, blalt 


t ha 
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the Reputation of any young Lady,-fow Diffentions in Families, or breed 
a Quarrel of the moft extreme Violence, between any two Perfons, and 
all this Dexterity of Mifchief may be accomplifhed for the fmall Price 
of Two-Shillings. | 
' oN. B. At the above Place (when the Managers of the Public Advertifer 
are fo delicate as to reject an Outrage againft Good-Manners, Decency 
anid Reafon) the Directors of the faid GRuBsTREET-JOURNAL, 
had rather the worft Confequences fhould attend their Publication, 
. othan that themfelves fhould lofe the fmall Emolument of a Shilling, 
which accrues to them from every Paragraph of Defamation. 

Mr. Ranger does not doubt but many of his Readers will thank him, for 
this Information in a Point, which moft certainly does Honour to our Con- 
ftitution, is a Proof of our national Liberty, and may ferve to give 
Foreigners fuch an Idea of our Manners and our Breeding, as is not knowr 
in any other Part of the learned World. 


Since our laft arrived a Mail from Dulwich by which welearn, that on 
the !aft Aflembly Night, Mrs Pentweaz/e, who went thither from her Houfe 
in Blow-bladder- Lane broke out of theRoom ina violent Huff, becaufe it hap- 
penedthat fhe did no. opea the Ball. HerLadyfhip ordered her Coachman to 
‘drive to Town directly. and vowed, ** as fhe was a living Soul, that foe would 
‘© inet go among the Cicatures any more. At which Words the old f{queaking 
Coach creaked along the Road, until it was ftopped by a fingle High- 
wayman, who robbed her of her Purfe, a fmall Paper, containing the beft 
‘Rouge for the Face, a Pocket Looking-Glafs, and half a Dozen of her Shop 
Bills. Notwithftanding the Abruptnefs of this Lady’s Departure, the Bu- 
finefs of the Affembly went on with the ufual Alacrity, and the Gambols 
of the Country-dance were excited by as fprightly Notes as ever. 


We hear from Richmond that a young Gentleman fell very deeply in 
Love with a young Lady, as fhe was giving her Hand to him in a Minuet. 
It feems fhe performed this with fuch a graceful Eafe, and at the fame 
Time fent forth fuch artlefs Glances of Innocence and Vivacity, that his 
Knees faultered under him, and, as he could not get her for a Partner, he 
for the Reft of the Evening placed himfclf near her whereever fhe was, 
and the Night he devoted an, Bumpers to her Health. The next Morning he 
took a ‘Furn in Ham Walks, carved Verles on every Tree in his Way, and 
has talked fo much romantic Nonfence ever fince, that it is fhrewdly con- 
jectured he will either marry upon this Occafion or turn Poet, in which 
cafe it is fuppofed the Magazines will be greatly the better for him. 


Bedford-Coffee-Honfe, July 5. 
The Notice proper to be taken of a Paragraph publifhed in the Daily 
Advertifer againft the Gray’s-Inn-Fournal is poftponed until the Author 
of that Piece returns from Oxford. 


— 
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